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VANROY WENDALL BENJAMIN JR. INDICTED 
ON JURY TAMPERING CHARGES

United States Attorney David M. Nissman announced today that VANROY

WENDALL BENJAMIN, JR.  was indicted by a federal grand jury on Jury Tampering

charges in violation of federal and territorial laws in connection with an August 28, 2003

throat cutting gesture he made towards the petit jury sitting to hear the case of United

States and Government of the Virgin Islands v. George Osborne and Jay Watson, Criminal

No. 2002- 125, in the District Court of the Virgin Islands, on St. Croix, which resulted in the

Court declaring a mistrial in the case.

Attorney Nissman stated that “a clear and unambiguous message must be sent that

the administration of justice will not be improperly influenced by anyone.  Any attempts to

improperly influence the judicial process will be immediately and throughly investigated  by

law enforcement and vigorously prosecuted.”

Count One of the indictment, the federal offense, carries a statutory maximum



penalty of twenty years imprisonment and a $250,000.  Count two, the territorial offense,

carries a  maximum statutory penalty of five years imprisonment and a $1,000 fine.

Attorney Nissman commended the United States Marshal Service and the Federal

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for their prompt and through investigation of this case. .

Attorney Nissman emphasized that the indictment is merely a formal charge, and

this defendant, as are all defendants,  is presumed to be innocent unless and until guilt is

established at trial.

 








